
week 4:  peace
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of heavenly host praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased.” Luke 2:13-14 (ESV)

Darkness hovered over the land. Dark nights extended into dark days as the people of Israel lived in constant 

fear. It was a troubled and turbulent time for God’s people. Herod, who ruled at this time, was especially evil, 

a murderous leader who desired power above all else. He killed his wife, some of his own children, and anyone 

who dared to stand against him. Under his rule, the Roman soldiers over-taxed the Israelites to line their own 

pockets, abused them for sport, and took their people as slaves. The Romans maintained power using brutal, 

public punishments such as crucifixion. The Israelites’ spirits were in anguish as they endured oppression 

from one of the cruelest Empires in the history of mankind. And where was God? What about His promise to 

send a Messiah? The Israelites pleaded for God’s intervention and mercy. Yet nothing. 

Then, one night, out of the darkness emerged a great light. An angel appeared to a few shepherds announcing the 

good news. The Messiah had been born! The heavens opened up and thousands of angels filled the sky, praising 

God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

· • · • ·

The fourth candle of Advent symbolizes peace. It is referred to as the “Angel’s Candle” in 
remembrance of the angels and their proclamation of peace on earth. A physical and spiritual 
darkness permeated the entire world as the evil Roman Empire marched forward conquering, 
controlling, and overpowering all in its path. Its violence and lack of morality incited great fear.
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HE INTRODUCED A  

PEACE THAT THE  

WORLD HAD NOT  

YET KNOWN, A  

PEACE BEYOND 

UNDERSTANDING, TO 

EXTEND TO FUTURE 

GENERATIONS.

Hope was dwindling, joy was rare, and peace seemed unattainable. Then Jesus the Messiah was
born so the angel’s message of peace came at the perfect time.

Just as the people of Israel longed for peace, we desperately need Jesus’ peace today. We 
are experiencing upsetting events, such as floods and fires, political division, racial tensions, 
and a pandemic, to name a few. I don’t know about you, but I’m struggling with a sense of 
peace, fighting an internal battle for inner calm in this chaos. So I’ve turned to one my favorite 
prophetic titles for Jesus, Prince of Peace: “For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

Although Jesus didn’t usher in the peace that the Israelites expected, 
He brought an all-encompassing, unexplainable peace. They had 
hoped for a King who would conquer the Romans, rather than a baby 
who would give them an eternal peace through relationship with Him. 
He introduced a peace that the world had not yet known, a peace 
beyond understanding, to extend to future generations. As Jesus said, 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid” (John 14:27).

The Hebrew word translated as “peace” is “shalom,” which means 
complete, total, sound, harmonious, and secure. In a blog on the 
NIV Bible website, pastor and author Tim Keller writes, “Shalom 

experienced is multidimensional; a complete well-being, physical, mental, social and spiritual. 
It flows from all of our relationships being put right–with God, within oneself, and with others” 
(thenivbible.com/blog/meaning-shalom-bible). This peace doesn’t increase or decrease with 
circumstances; it is a constant sense of contentment despite what is happening in the 
world. This peace is available to us! When we experience this peace, chaos has a hard time 
interrupting the calm.

As we experience Jesus’ peace, we can also be peacemakers in a fractured, hurting world. We 
can be an island of calm in a storm of chaos. As a peacemaker, look for goodness, extend 
grace, and encourage unity. Be prepared to offer wisdom, show love, explain mercy, and model 
patience. We can proclaim peace on this earth as we move forward, completely trusting Him. 

As you light the fourth candle, ponder the unexplainable peace Jesus gives us. Notice the light 
from the candles, brighter now as the fourth candle on the Advent wreath is lit along with the 
others. Rest in the calm of the candle light and let the extraordinary peace of Jesus fill you.
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the  christ  candle
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. John 1:9 (NIV)

It’s time we celebrate!

As you light the middle candle, “The Christ Candle,” remember Jesus is the true light that gives 
light to all, the light that darkness cannot overpower. In his gospel John writes, “In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (John 1:5).

Celebrate His birth. Savor the gifts He gives—including hope, love, joy, and peace—to you, your 
loved ones and the world.

Our prayer is that you take this Advent experience into next year. We don’t know what next year 
will bring, but we can focus on what we do know: Jesus came into the world to save those who 
believe in Him. He is Immanuel, God with Us. Remember that you can’t over communicate hope. 
Love overcomes. Joy is contagious. Proclaim peace.

May you go forward carrying all these treasured gifts with you today and into each new day, 
declaring with confidence the good news of Jesus and His birth, which gives light and life to all 
who trust in Him.
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