
Elizabeth’s response — "The Lord has done this for me."
Mary’s response — "I am the Lord’s servant."
Our response to God’s explicit love for us. 

Reacting faithfully when faced with adversity.   
Qualities of a good prayer. 
Faithful and fervent prayers.  

Timothy’s faith started in his mother and grandmother. Psalm 78:1-8 shows us that our faith should be passed from one
generation to the next.  
Paul was reminded of Timothy’s sincere faith and encouraged Timothy to:  
Fan the flame of truth and live the holy life he was called into (2 Timothy 1:3-5).  
Not be satisfied with just knowing the truth of the Gospel, but preserve, protect and grow in the truth (2 Timothy 2:22).  
In 2 Timothy 3:14-15, Paul told Timothy to continue in the things he had learned. He learned much from Paul, but it started
with his mother and grandmother. They taught him the Scriptures from infancy, and those truths would protect him from the
terrible things to come (2 Timothy 3:1) and give him the foundational truths he would pass on to others (2 Timothy 4:2). 

MARY AND ELIZABETH – LUKE 1:5-56

Two mothers. Two extraordinary conceptions. Willing, humble, awe-filled and honored, these mothers and their stories weave a
tapestry of Good News for the hope-exhausted nation of Israel. Finding respite in each other’s company during pregnancy, these
women prepare for a future they only think they can imagine. Points to consider:  

 

HANNAH’S HABIT OF PRAYER — 1 SAMUEL 1:1-17; 2:1-11,18-21 

Hannah was desperate for a child, and she knew exactly where to turn for help. She prayed a bold, purposeful prayer. After God
answered her prayer for a child, Hannah continued to pray as Samuel grew. As a helper in the temple, Samuel wore an ephod —
a sleeveless garment similar to a dress. In addition to the ephod, he wore a robe. First Samuel 2:19 (NIV) says, Each year his
mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. Can’t you
picture Hannah praying for her son as she spun fibers and stitched? As, each year, she created a bigger robe to cover and
protect her son? Prayer was her habit. It brought her comfort, boldness and solace. (NOTE: It is important to acknowledge that
there are women in your congregation who have prayed prayers similar to Hannah’s and God has chosen to answer in a
different way.) Points to consider:  

 

A MOTHER’S INFLUENCE — 2 Timothy 1:3-5; 3:14-15 

Timothy became a servant and ambassador for Christ, and in these verses, we see that the faith of his mother and grandmother
were foundational to his ministry. Points to consider:  
 

 
Whose faith has informed and pushed yours?  
What impact is your faith having on the next generation? 
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